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Renaturation of the watercourse of the Aire, Georges Descombes and Atelier Descombes & Rampini
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A Danish office with a global outreach

Harpa Concert Hall, Iceland World of Volvo, Sweden Downsview , Toronto framework
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Architecture Landscape Urbanism



Our mission is to create 
sustainable societies where 
people and nature flourish.
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We start every project with 
nature as the brief
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Innovation driven by the interdisciplinary approach
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Design Data driven Interdisciplinary+ +
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A curiosity-led studio
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Applied innovation



Henning Larsen 11

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2021 Future

Imke Wies van 

Mils 

PhD . Stud. 

Artificial
Lighting

Pelle Munch -

Petersen

PhD . Stud. 
Carbon Design, 
Architects

Krister Jens

PhD . Stud. Big 
Data

Drew Thilmany

Phd . Stud. 
Ethnology , MA 

Applied 
Cultural

Analysis

Finnur Pind

Phd . Stud. 
Acoustics , MSc . 

Civil Engineer

Katie Heywood

PhD . Stud. 

Additive
Manufacturing

Alf Lassen 
Nielsen

PhD . Stud. 
Urban 
Microclimate

Michael 

Jørgensen

PhD . Stud. 

Energy Design 
(Building)

Martin Vraa 
Nielsen

PhD . Stud. 
Energy Design 
(Facade)

Jakob 
Strømann -
Andersen

PhD . Stud. 
Energy Design 

(Urban)

2022 2023 2024

Gulin 

Yazicioglu

PhD . Stud. 
Urban Heat 
Island

Magnus Reffs 

Kramhøft

PhD . Stud. 
Transformation

Nitsan Bartov

PhD . Stud. 
Regenerative 
design

Jesse Stanford

PhD . Stud. 
Remote sensing
biodiversity

Chronology of our PHD students

Ming Fricke

PhD . Stud. 
Ecosystem 
services

2025



Henning Larsen 12

Biodiversity net gain
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What are we currently exploring with our in-house biologist

▪ To identify suitable planting typologies
that will contribute to the flourishing of 
local ecological communities

▪ To work with a variety of data sources
to identify ”extant biota” at and near
the site as well as their potential 
relationships to each other

▪ To explore AI tools as a method for 
effective visual communication
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Process overview

Data Gathering

1. Field Surveys

2. iNaturalist

Data Processing

4. Data Cleaning

8. SVG Generation and 
Trouble Shooting

10. Aesthetic Adjustments

Data Visualization

Use of AI and AI Adjacent Tools

Tasks Completed by Workers

3. Global Biotic
Interactions Database

5. Interaction Filters

6. Flora Specific Filters

7. Habitat Typology
Identification

9. Simplification

Process Start Process End
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Data gathering
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Data processing and visual output
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Fælledby , Copenhagen
Typology: Mixed use masterplan

…to a lively neighborhoodFrom edge of the city…
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How to plug in a human habitat?
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Living Nature+
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+

Copenhagen blockVillage Fælledby block
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Fælledby Neighbourhood Fælledby building structure
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7000 inhabitants 2300 inhabitants

Naturcenter

Gadekær

Gadekær

Animal and plant communities



Henning Larsen 23

N



Henning Larsen 24

Nature taking priority

zOvergrown Shrub Sand slopes Water puddles

Wetland Meadow Edge zones Climbing plants
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Design for biodiversity
Decreased green area sqm by 37% 

…but increaed bidiversity by
+ 77% quality A habitats

+ 300 % more diversity in species
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Fun fact

Cats are not 
allowed!
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New way of living in Nature…
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1 year event scenario 5 years event scenario 40 years event scenario

Rainwater strategy
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Living together

Visualization ©  Vivid Vision  
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Bishan Park, Singapore
Typology: Public park
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From traditional infrastructure
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35

Retention

Infiltration

Water Cleansing

Erosion Control

Biomass

Biodiversity

Air Quality Improvements

Evapotranspiration

Flood Protection

Climate machine

Micro-Climate Improvements

Il fiume come generatore di vita
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The river as a life giving force

Flood Protection

Increase of property value

Best views

Destination park

Usable flood plain
Nature habitats
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5,6,7 8
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Soil Bio engineering techniques are implemented along the river
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Soil Bio engineering techniques are implemented along the river

Designed vs spontaneous
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2011 (completion) vs 2018 
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2011 (completion) vs 2018 
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Ecological Benefit

(Quelle Luftbild: http://www.bing.com/maps/)
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Shear                                        Velocity                                       Water Level

Data driven river design
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Stormwater Management - The Kallang River powerfully embraces the extremes of disastrous flooding by swelling and retaining large
bodies of water then slowly discharging it downstream. After a few hours, river banks are once again open for play to the community.
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SINGAPORE
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Bishan Park
Singapore
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Closing

Let us try not to control 
Nature, but rather 

understand its complexity 
through technology to 

maximize its benefits for all 
living things.
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